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conditions and of native troops. It remains to be
seen if General Sir O'Moore Creagh will accept in
its entirety Lord Kitchener's system, and will work
on the same lines.

The Anglo-Russian Convention has so often
been claimed by the advocates of reduction at any
price as a reason for disbanding part of the Indian
army, that a short examination of this instrument is
necessary even in this little work.

Before the English and Russians had concluded
that most useful agreement, the rivalry of the two
nations in the East was one of the main features
of Asiatic and European politics.

In 1890 Prince Esper Ukhtomsky,who described
the present Czar's Eastern travels, predicted that
the Japanese, who seemed " unconscious of the
spiritual affinity between the Russians and the
Eastern peoples, would soon doff the mask of
friendship with the English. It was Russia only
that could protect Korea and save China, and
there were no bounds to be set to Russian dominion
in Asia."

Events have marched since then, and the advance
of Russia in the East has been stayed ; but if she has
reduced her garrison in Central Asia, which only
two years ago had a peace strength of 57,000 and
a war strength of 99,000 men, completely equipped
in all respects, she has not published the fact, and
:ndeed there is no reason whatever for thinking